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The Fox River Trustees support the long-term recovery, protection, and 
enhancement of the Lower Fox River and Green Bay ecosystem.  

This e-newsletter highlights several recent projects and provides partner 
updates. Visit foxrivernrda.org for more information. 
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Launching Duck Creek Fishing Access  
Thanks to the Village of Howard, the public has improved fishing and 
boating access to Duck Creek and the Lower Green Bay at two locations: 
W Deerfield Avenue and Memorial Park. It’s oh-fish-ial, the docks for 
fishing and launching smaller watercraft have been installed at both sites! 
Repairs and expansions of the existing boardwalk as well as an 
installation of a new canoe/kayak launch can be seen at W Deerfield. 
Duck Creek shoreline fishing access was also improved at Memorial Park 
with the installation of a new, elevated boardwalk and the relocation of 
an existing bridge. These new fishing locations have helped reconnect the 
public to fishery resources like small mouth bass, walleye, northern pike, 
and a variety of pan fish. We hope to see you out there casting! 
 

 
Preserving Life at the Oak Bluff Natural Area 
Door County Land Trust (DCLT) acquired the 119-acre Oak Bluff Natural 
Area located in southern Door County with the supporting match of 
Knowles Nelson Stewardship Grant, Great Lakes Restoration Initiative-
Joint Venture, and DCLT private funds. The area has premium habitat 
consisting of high-quality, northern dry-mesic forest and Niagara 
Escarpment bluffs along ~1,700 feet of Green Bay shoreline. DCLT’s 
future management plans of the beautiful parcel include restoration of 
the agricultural land within the property and installation of a trail loop 
for public use. People will not be the only ones enjoying the property, as 
the area connects other protected natural coastal and nearshore habitats 
that are frequented by migratory and breeding birds along with a 
variety of other forest and shore species!      Photo Credit Joe Taylor. 
 

 
Restoring Our Waterways, One Stream at a Time  
Several streams have been reinforced with recent restoration efforts 
made by Outagamie Land Conservation Department (LCD). Restoration 
was completed using a variety of stream bank reinforcement methods 
and native seed plantings to open streams, reduce bank erosion, and 
improve fish and wildlife habitat. To mitigate bank erosion, streams were 
reshaped, slowing water flow and reconnecting the stream to the 
floodplain and woody structures like toe-wood were installed. Toe-wood 
structures are trees that are cut with 10-15 ft of trunk intact, with their 
root wad exposed. These trees are installed into the bank with the root 
wad residing at the bottom (toe) of the bank- giving them their unique 
name. Toe-wood structures serve as natural barriers between the water 
and the bank and local fish and wildlife are happily subscribed to this 
“streaming service” for the added habitat and feeding areas. With 
NRDAR support over six years, Outagamie LCD has improved and 
restored over twelve acres of land and nearly two miles of stream with 
the help and support of private landowners. 
 

 
Partners Paving the Way to Improved Waterfowl Habitat 
Two wetland enhancements within the Lower Wolf River Bottomlands 
Natural Resource Area (NRA) were completed thanks to the 
collaboration between Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(WDNR) and Ducks Unlimited (DU). WDNR led the initiative to 
reconstruct and repair existing berms throughout Deltox Marsh and 
Wood Duck Marsh within Outagamie and Winnebago Counties. DU’s 
engineering staff surveyed and designed the project. The partners 
combined their funding sources to repair over 1,800 ft of berms. WDNR 
staff can now control the wetlands’ water levels for better management 
improving the habitat to help attract and sustain waterfowl populations. 
Improved local water quality will provide benefits to lake sturgeon and 
mussels. Species spotted in the area include bald eagles, black terns, 
wood ducks, mergansers and more. Folks have easy public access to 
Deltox Marsh where they can see this restoration and its ecological 
benefits, thanks to the strong partnerships that made this work possible. 
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Does your organization have a project idea? 
The Trustees support projects that restore, acquire, or enhance natural 
resources and their supporting habitats injured by the release of PCBs in 
the Lower Fox River & Green Bay ecosystem through settlement funds 
provided by Responsible Parties. If your organization has a project 
concept that matches with Fox River Trustee goals, please contact us. 
View the Restoration Plan and instructions to submit a project at 
foxrivernrda.org  
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